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Introduction



Question
Among NBA players from 1996-2022, what 

is the relationship between college 
attended and NBA success?

We will examine the 
relationship between 

college player attended 
and level of success 

Success will be measured 
using various stats which 

includes the box stats

Hypothesis: the blue-blood 
schools will have stronger 

relationship with 
successful NBA players 



All Seasons
● Data form kaggle.com
● Author Justinas Cirtautas 
● Data derived from the NBA stats 

API 

● Observation have all the NBA 
players from 1996 season to 
2022

● Variables include age, height, 
draft year, and college 

● Also included box score stats: 
ppg, rebounds, games played 

http://kaggle.com


The original dataset contained over 12,000 
rows where each row represented a given 

player's single season stats, split into multiple 
rows if they played for multiple teams. It covers 
all NBA players from the 1996 to 2022 seasons. 

To clean the data, we calculated career 
averages from the single season averages, 

grouping by name, college, draft round, and 
other attributes rather than name alone, since 

some players share the same name. We also 
created a college-level dataset where each row 

represented a college and the stats were 
averaged across all of that college's NBA 

players.

Unfortunately the dataset did 
not come perfectly clean, so 

we used a fuzzy matching 
library to resolve duplicate 
entries with inconsistent 

formatting.

Before 2005, the NBA allowed players 
to be drafted straight out of high 

school. This, along with other 
circumstances, made "None" the most 
common college value in the dataset. 
We excluded these players from our 
analysis since we were focused on 

comparing actual colleges.



Analysis

Rebounds
Kentucky most successful, UCLA least successful

Some outliers, lower STD than for assists data

Assists
Duke and Arizona most successful, UCLA least 
successful

Lots of outliers, higher STD than for rebounds data



Analysis
Q1 Q2

Q4Q3

Q1 - Teams that have 
produced above average # of 
NBA Players yet below 
average PPG

Q2 - Teams that have 
produced above average # of 
NBA Players AND above 
average PPG

Q1 - Teams that have 
produced below average # of 
NBA Players and below 
average PPG

Q4 - Teams that have 
produced below average # of 
NBA Players YET above 
average PPG



Smaller Successful School



Conclusion 
There's a strong correlation 
between NBA success with 

attending a blue blood school

● Colleges with the most players in the 
data 

● Charlie - looking at this data can help 
HS players project how they may 
succeed in nba 

Bigger basketball schools 
shows a higher success rate 

in the NBA

Number of NBA Players


